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2012/9. Poverty eradication

The Economic and Social Council

Recallingits resolution 2010/10 of 22 July 2010, in whid¢tetCouncil decided
that the priority theme for the 2011-2012 reviewdapolicy cycle of the
Commission for Social Development should be povestadication, taking into
account its relationship with social integrationdafull employment and decent
work for all,

Recalling alsothe outcomes of the World Summit for Social Deyatent and
the twenty-fourth special session of the Generalehsbly,

Reaffirmingthat the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Develpnand the
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Socizévelopmentand the further
initiatives for social development adopted by theen@ral Assembly at its
twenty-fourth special sessidnas well as a continued global dialogue on social
development issues, constitute the basic framewforkthe promotion of social
development for all at the national and internasiolevels,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaratioh,the 2005 World
Summit Outcomé&and the High-level Plenary Meeting of the GeneXasembly on
the Millennium Development Goals and its outcomewnent?

Recalling alsathe Programme of Action for the Least Developediftoies for
the Decade 2011-2020,

! Report of the World Summit for Social Developm@utpenhagen, 6-12 March 19¢Bnited Nations
publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8), chap. |, resioitl, annexes | and .

2 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.
% See General Assembly resolution 55/2.
* See General Assembly resolution 60/1.
® See General Assembly resolution 65/1.

6Report of the Fourth United Nations Conference loa lteast Developed Countries, Istanbul, Turkey,
9-13 May 2011A/CONF.219/7), chap. II.
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Emphasizingthe need to enhance the role of the Commission Social
Development in the follow-up to and review of theoMd Summit for Social
Development and the outcome of the twenty-fourtbcsal session of the General
Assembly,

Recognizinghat the three core themes of social developmeantyely, poverty
eradication, full and productive employment and etgcwork for all, and social
integration, are interrelated and mutually reinfogc and that an enabling
environment at all levels therefore needs to beata@ so that all three objectives
can be pursued simultaneously,

Recalling that the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Devebgnplaces
people at the centre of development,

Stressingthat respect for all human rights, which are un$a, indivisible,
interdependent and interrelated, is of crucial impoce for all policies and
programmes to fight extreme poverty,

Recognizingthat empowering people to strengthen their ownacéfes is a
main objective of development and its principalaexe and that empowerment
requires the full participation of people in therdwilation, implementation and
evaluation of decisions determining the functionargd well-being of society,

Concernedabout the global nature of poverty and inequalayd underlining
the fact that the eradication of poverty and hunigean ethical, social, political and
economic imperative of humankind,

Deeply concernedhat extreme poverty persists in all parts of therld, in
various economic, social and cultural situationsd athat its extent and its
manifestations are particularly severe in develgpiountries, while acknowledging
the significant progress made in several partshef world in combating extreme
poverty,

Expressing concerthat, while there has been progress in reducingepy,
especially in some middle-income countries, thisgress has been uneven and the
number of people living in poverty in some coungrieontinues to increase, with
women and children constituting the majority of thmost affected groups,
especially in the least developed countries andi@darly in sub-Saharan Africa,

Recallingthe commitment to invest in children and the vanbteak the cycle
of poverty within a single generation, united irethonviction that investments in
children and the realization of their rights arecarg the most effective ways to
eradicate poverty,

Expressing concerthat unemployment and underemployment levels ramai
persistently high in many countries, particularmang the younger generations,

Recallingthe International Labour Organization Declaratimm Social Justice
for a Fair Globalizatiohand the International Labour Organization Declamaton
Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and aHdw-up, adopted on 18 June
1998 by the International Labour Conference aeitghty-sixth session,

Affirming its strong support for fair globalization and theed to translate
growth into eradication of poverty and commitmeatdtrategies and policies that
aim to promote full, freely chosen and productivepdoyment and decent work for

" AI63/538-E/2009/4, annex.



E/RES/2012/9

all, and that these should constitute a fundameodahponent of relevant national
and international policies as well as national depenent strategies, including

poverty reduction strategies, and reaffirming teaiployment creation and decent
work should be incorporated into macroeconomic ges, taking fully into account

the impact and social dimension of globalizatidre benefits and costs of which are
often unevenly shared and distributed,

Reaffirmingthat eradicating poverty is one of the greatestbgl challenges
facing the world today, including in all developirguntries, particularly in Africa,
in the least developed countries and in some midideme countries, and
underlining the importance of accelerating sustdjnénclusive and equitable
economic growth, including full, productive emplognt generation and decent
work,

Recognizingthat the mobilization of domestic and internatibrasources for
social development and their effective use are re¢rb a global partnership for
development in support of the achievement of thdermationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Develognt Goals,

Noting the special event on the financing of social depeient, held on
3 February 2012 and organized by the Secretary-ta¢ne cooperation with the
Chair of the Commission for Social Developmenttaffiftieth session,

Recognizingthat social inclusion is a means for achievingigbmtegration
and is crucial for fostering stable, safe, harmasiopeaceful and just societies and
for improving social cohesion so as to create avirenment for development and
progress,

Recalling that the theme of the 2012 annual ministerial egviof the
Economic and Social Council is “Promoting produetigapacity, employment and
decent work to eradicate poverty in the contextinélusive, sustainable and
equitable economic growth at all levels for achmyithe Millennium Development
Goals”,

Recognizingthe importance of agricultural and rural developtnand food
production for the eradication of poverty and feelging developing countries to
reach the poverty and hunger targets of the MilienmDevelopment Goals,

Reiteratingthe need to strengthen the leadership role ofithi#ged Nations in
promoting international cooperation for developmemthich is critical for the
eradication of poverty,

1. Takes notef the report of the Secretary-Genefal;

2. Welcomes the reaffirmation by Governments of their will and
commitment to continue implementing the Copenhadeclaration on Social
Development and the Programme of Action of the WoBummit for Social
Development, in particular to eradicate poverty, promote fulhda productive
employment and decent work for all and foster sbuitegration to achieve stable,
safe and just societies for all;

3. Reaffirmsthat the Commission for Social Development congimtio have
the primary responsibility for the follow-up to amdview of the World Summit for
Social Development and the outcome of the twentydfio special session of the

8 E/CN.5/2012/3.
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General Assembly and that it serves as the mainteddnNations forum for an

intensified global dialogue on social developmesduies, and calls upon Member
States, the relevant specialized agencies, funds gnogrammes of the United
Nations system and civil society to enhance theipport for the work of the

Commission;

4. Emphasizeshe need to accord the highest priority to poventgdication
within the United Nations development agenda, wlsleessing the importance of
addressing the causes and challenges of poverbydtrintegrated, coordinated and
coherent strategies at the national, intergoverrtaleand inter-agency levels;

5. Also emphasizethat the major United Nations conferences and siteym
including the Millennium Summit, the 2005 World Somt, the High-level Plenary
Meeting of the General Assembly on the MillenniunevV@lopment Goals and the
International Conference on Financing for Developimein its Monterrey
Consensu$ have reinforced the priority and urgency of poyeeradication within
the United Nations development agenda;

6. Reaffirmsthat each country has the primary responsibiliy fts own
economic and social development and that the rdienational policies and
development strategies cannot be overemphasizetluaderlines the importance of
adopting effective measures, including new finahai@chanisms, as appropriate, to
support the efforts of developing countries to awki sustained economic growth,
sustainable development, poverty eradication and #irengthening of their
democratic systems;

7. Expresses deep concethat the ongoing adverse impact of the world
financial and economic crisis, volatile food andeggy prices and food insecurity
and the challenges posed by climate change, asagethe lack of results so far in
the multilateral trade negotiations, have negatiim@plications for social
development;

8. Emphasizeghat poverty eradication policies should tackleveuy by
addressing its root and structural causes and mstifions, and that equity and the
reduction of inequalities need to be incorporated those policies;

9. Stresseghat poverty eradication policies should, intefaalensure, for
people living in poverty, access to education, tteasocial protection, water and
sanitation and other public and social serviceswall as to productive resources,
including credit, land, training, technology, knaslge and information, and ensure
that citizens and local communities participate decision-making on social
development policies and programmes in this regard;

10. Recognizesthe need to formulate social development policiesan
integral, articulated and participative manner, ogmuizing poverty as a
multidimensional phenomenon, calls for interlinkpdblic policies on this matter,
underlines the need for public policies to be imdd in a comprehensive
development and well-being strategy, and invitesv&oments to consider
developing complementary measures that better cetlee multidimensionality of
poverty;

11. Also recognizeghat the social integration of people living inveoty
should encompass addressing and meeting their basican needs, including

® Report of the International Conference on Financifigr Development, Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.11.)A@hap. I, resolution 1, annex.
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nutrition, health, water, sanitation, housing andcess to education and
employment, through integrated development stratsgi

12. Further recognizeghe need to promote respect for all human rigmd a
fundamental freedoms in order to address the moetging social needs of people
living in poverty;

13. Reaffirmsthe commitment to gender equality and the empoveertnof
women, as well as to the mainstreaming of a gengderspective into all
development efforts, recognizing that these ardicali for achieving sustainable
development and for efforts to combat hunger, povand disease and to strengthen
policies and programmes that improve, ensure awmaden the full participation of
women in all spheres of political, economic, socéld cultural life, as equal
partners, and to improve their access to all resesineeded for the full exercise of
all their human rights and fundamental freedomsrémoving persistent barriers,
including ensuring equal access to full and protecemployment and decent work,
as well as strengthening their economic independgnc

14. Also reaffirmsthe commitment to promote opportunities for fuleely
chosen and productive employment, including for disadvantaged, as well as
decent work for all, with full respect for fundantahprinciples and rights at work
under conditions of equity, equality, security adidnity, and further reaffirms that
macroeconomic policies should, inter alia, suppentployment creation, taking
fully into account the social and environmental awp and dimensions of
globalization, and that these concepts are key etgmof sustainable development
for all countries and are therefore a priority alijee of international cooperation;

15. Further reaffirmsthat there is an urgent need to create an envieortrat
the national and international levels that is coside to the attainment of full and
productive employment and decent work for all asoandation for sustainable
development and that an environment that suppontgestment, growth and
entrepreneurship is essential to the creation of feb opportunities, and also
reaffirms that opportunities for men and women tobtaon productive work in
conditions of freedom, equity, security and humagndy are essential to ensuring
the eradication of hunger and poverty, the improgamof economic and social
well-being for all, the achievement of sustainedme@mic growth and sustainable
development of all nations and a fully inclusivedaequitable globalization;

16. Notes with concerrthe continuing high levels of unemployment and
underemployment, particularly among young peopégognizes that decent work
remains one of the best routes out of poverty, andhis regard invites donor
countries, multilateral organizations and other elepment partners to continue to
support Member States, in particular developing ntdas, in their efforts to
promote full and productive employment and decerdrkwfor all, taking into
account the resolution entitled “Recovering frome tbrisis: a Global Jobs Pact”,
adopted on 19 June 2009 by the International Lalitanference at its ninety-eighth
session;

17. Reaffirms that social integration policies should seek toduee
inequalities, promote access to basic social ses/ieducation for all and health
care, eliminate discrimination, increase the p#vation and integration of social
groups, particularly young people, older persond parsons with disabilities, and
address the challenges to social development pokgd globalization and
market-driven reforms, in order for all people il aountries to benefit from
globalization;
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18. Also reaffirmsthe critical role of both formal and non-formalwsdtion
in the achievement of poverty eradication and otherelopment goals as envisaged
in the United Nations Millennium Declaratidrand in this context recalls the Dakar
Framework for Action, adopted at the World Educatforum in 2003?

19. Recallsthe commitment, undertaken at the High-level Pignidleeting
of the General Assembly on the Millennium Develomih&oals, held in 2010, to
redouble efforts to reduce maternal and child mapaand improve the health of
women and children, including through strengthenational health systems, efforts
to combat HIV/AIDS, improved nutrition and access gafe drinking water and
basic sanitation, making use of enhanced globahgaships:

20. Notes with grave concerthe vicious cycle whereby non-communicable
diseases and their risk factors worsen poverty,lavpbverty contributes to rising
rates of non-communicable diseases, posing a theeptiblic health and economic
and social development, and in this regard stre#sesmportance of the prevention
and control of non-communicable diseases, includhmgugh multisectoral actions,
and encourages the continued inclusion of non-conioable diseases in
development cooperation agendas and initiatives;

21. Stressegshat the benefits of economic growth should bdriisted more
equitably, and in that regard calls upon States pfmmote more equitable
participation in and access to economic growth gdimough, inter alia, policies
that ensure inclusive labour markets and by impletimg socially responsive
macroeconomic policies in which employment has g k&e and social inclusion
strategies that promote social integration, inchgdihrough social protection floors,
including for those who are in vulnerable or magjined situations;

22. Underlines the need for substantial additional investment dredter
policies and enhanced international cooperation dapport of sustainable
agricultural development, while paying special atien to the diversification of
rural incomes, including by promoting the developnef microenterprises and
small and medium-sized enterprises among the npoat;

23. Urgesdeveloped countries that have not yet done socoom@lance with
their commitments to make concrete efforts towandseting the targets of
0.70 per cent of their gross national product féfictal development assistance to
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per centha&irt gross national product to
least developed countries, and encourages devejopaountries to build on the
progress achieved in ensuring that official devetept assistance is used
effectively to help to meet development goals aandjéts;

24. Urges Governments, with the cooperation of relevant teagj including
social partners, to develop systems of social mtide and to extend or broaden, as
appropriate, their effectiveness and coverage,uigiclg for workers in the informal
economy, recognizing the need for social protectBystems to provide social
security and support labour market participatiomg @also urges Governments, while
taking account of national circumstances, to foounshe needs of those living in or
vulnerable to poverty and to give particular comsition to universal access to
basic social security systems, recognizing thatadqarotection floors can provide a
systemic base to address poverty and vulnerability;

12 See United Nations Educational, Scientific andt@al Organization,Final Report of the World
Education Forum, Dakar, Senegal, 26—28 April 2QB@ris, 2000).
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25. Encourages Member States to design and implement policies and
strategies for poverty eradication, full employmeahd decent work for all,
including the promotion of full and productive emgment that is appropriately and
adequately remunerated, as well as policies arategires for social integration that
promote gender equality and the empowerment of woraad that address the
specific needs of social groups such as young meqursons with disabilities, older
persons, migrants and indigenous peoples, takitg aecount the concerns of these
groups in the planning, implementation and evahmatf development programmes
and policies;

26. Calls uponMember States to continue their ambitious effootstrive for
more inclusive, equitable, balanced, stable andebtbpment-oriented sustainable
socioeconomic approaches to overcoming povertyinaduality;

27. Stressesthat the international community shall enhance éfforts to
create an enabling environment for social developma&nd poverty eradication
through increasing market access for developingntes, technology transfer on
mutually agreed terms, financial aid and a compnshe solution to the external
debt problem;

28. Acknowledgeghat good governance and the rule of law at thegonal
and international levels are essential for sustieeonomic growth, sustainable
development and the eradication of poverty and leung

29. Invitesall stakeholders, including Member States, relévanganizations
of the United Nations system and regional and céaitiety organizations, to share
the good practices of programmes and policies #ddress inequalities for the
benefit of those living in extreme poverty and pam the active participation of
those living in extreme poverty in the design anupliementation of such
programmes and policies, with the aim of accela@tprogress towards achieving
the Millennium Development Goals;

30. Requeststhe United Nations system to continue to suppaational
efforts of Member States to achieve inclusive sbdievelopment in a coherent and
coordinated manner;

31. Notesthat the United Nations Conference on Sustaindideelopment
was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 2&d 2012;

32. Requeststhe Secretary-General to include in his report iterd
“Implementation of the outcome of the World Sumrdt Social Development and
of the twenty-fourth special session of the Gengxatembly”, to be submitted to
the Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, poliegommendations on the issue of
poverty eradication, taking into account the disions held at the fiftieth session of
the Commission for Social Development under themty theme.

46th plenary meeting
26 July 2012




